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INTRODUCTION

This handbook has been developed primarily as a guide and introductory tutorial to the Bettendorf
High School Band Program. The manual also contains policies and regulations for students involved in
band in accordance with those set forth by the Bettendorf Board of Education and Administration. It
contains vital information for both student and parent that should be read closely and carefully in order
to prepare for what promises to be a productive year.

FOLLOW THE BHS BAND

● Music Department Webpage: http://www.bettmusicdepartment.com

● Social Media:

○ Facebook: Bettendorf High School Band

○ Twitter: @BettFineArts

● Remind: text @bettband to 81010 to subscribe for concert band updates

● Remind: text @bettvmb to 81010 to subscribe for marching band updates
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YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE BAND

1. Attend class regularly--account for absences.
2. Commit yourself to learning about music.
3. Take responsibility for your actions.
4. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
5. Follow all classroom and school rules.
6. Be honest with yourself and others.
7. Practice!

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BAND PROGRAM

The staff of the BHS Instrumental Music Program is committed to provide every student with the
following:

1. A thorough musical experience by means of rehearsal, discussion, listening, performance, and
individualized instruction.

2. An environment that will stimulate and aid in learning.
3. Care, supervision and positive modeling.
4. Fairness and empathy when dealing with concerns of the group as well as individual members.
5. Communication between parents and teachers regarding all aspects of the band program.
6. Adherence to the goals and standards of instrumental music as set forth by the Music Educators

National Conference & American School Band Directors Association.

FACILITIES

We are fortunate to have a well-equipped area in which to study music. In order to keep it in good
condition and maintain a sense of order, the following rules have been established:

1. Keep chairs and stands in their proper place.
2. Return instruments and music to its proper place following use.
3. Practice rooms and rehearsal spaces are not social gathering areas. They are intended for

practice and study. No food or drinks allowed!
4. Director’s desks, office and surrounding area are private and should not be entered without

permission.
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

The following policy has been adopted to promote and improve attendance at band rehearsals and
performances. Please take note of the following guidelines regarding attendance:

1. All students are expected to be present and on time for music activities. This includes:
a. Regularly scheduled rehearsals--be in the room and preparing for class when the bell

rings. During marching band season, be on the practice field before the bell rings.
b. Performances--be where you are supposed to at the designated time.
c. Extra rehearsals and practices that will be scheduled by the directors. This includes

sectional time and before school practice.

2. Students who have a conflict from a rehearsal or performance are required to submit an
“Absence Request Form” available from the director at least 1 week in advance of the
anticipated absence.

3. Excused absences will be at the discretion of the director. Circumstances such as illness,
medical, family emergency, etc. are not affected by this policy

4. Work WILL NOT be accepted as an excused absence from any performance or rehearsal.

5. The following consequences will be in effect for dealing with absences and tardiness:
a. Failure to attend a performance without prior consent from the director will result in

loss of all points toward your grade for that performance. (see grading policies)
b. School Handbook policy will be in effect when dealing with class tardiness.
c. Failure to attend early morning practices/sectionals will be recorded as being tardy /

absent and will affect student grade.

Absences should be reported online at: https://tinyurl.com/BHSBandAbsenceForm
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Conflicts with Extra Curricular Activities: (from p. 56 of the Student/Parent Handbook)

As students move through high school they will begin to participate in several activities. The Athletic
Department recognizes that each student should have the opportunity for a broad range of experiences
in the area of extra curricular activities and consequently will attempt to schedule events in a manner
so as to minimize conflict. Coaches, directors, and families will work together so every student may
participate in each activity to the best of their ability.

When conflicts do arise, the sponsors will get together and work out a solution so that the student is
not in the middle. If a solution cannot be found, the coach, parent, and student will make a decision
based on the following:

A. State competition takes priority over regularly scheduled contests or practices.
B. The relative importance of each event.
C. The importance of each event to the group involved.
D. How long each event has been scheduled.
E. Make a decision in cooperation with the parents.

Students who have conflicts with school activities will not be punished by the sponsor of the activity
the student chose not to participate in due to the obligations of another activity. These policies will be
strictly enforced. If there are individual circumstances which need to be addressed, please talk to us.
We are willing to be flexible, but not without communication from you.

CLASSROOM RULES

The rules listed below have been adopted to promote a successful learning environment & give
everyone the opportunity to excel in music. It is your responsibility to make them a part of each
rehearsal.

1. Show up on time / be early. *You are expected to be in the room and preparing for rehearsal
by the time the bell rings or you will be counted tardy.

a. Drumline & Color Guard members will warm up before school during marching band
season.

b. Everyone is expected to be on the field by the time the bell rings during marching band.
c. Drumline & Color Guard members also have separate rules/policies with regard to

warm-ups, sectionals, etc. to be discussed at the beginning of the year.
2. Come to rehearsal with a positive attitude and an open mind.
3. Take care of personal business BEFORE or AFTER rehearsal.
4. Respect others at all times.
5. No food or drinks allowed in the music rooms.
6. Always give 100% effort.
7. Follow directions the first time they are given.
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MUSIC

All music used for both large ensembles and small group or lesson material will be provided on a loan
basis. Since the cost of music is constantly rising and the budget to replace it continuously falling, these
extremely important rules apply:

1. It is the student’s responsibility to keep all music and other materials in the provided music
folder.

2. Students may print extra marching band parts from the band web site – they must log in with
their SCHOOL ASSIGNED Google account.

3. Mark any original school music with a pencil only.
4. Have your music/drill chart at every rehearsal.
5. Do not make any Xerox copies without permission.
6. Leave your music in the cabinet unless you are taking it home to practice.

INSTRUMENT STORAGE LOCKERS

All students will be issued an individual storage locker for use during the school year. To preserve the
condition of the new lockers, and for the safety of students and instruments, please adhere to the
following set of rules:

1. Students are required to provide their own combination lock. The combination to the lock
should be given to the band directors before the lock is placed on the locker.

2. Do not switch lockers. Remain with your assigned locker for the full year.
3. Use the lockers for instruments ONLY. No books, clothes, shoes, or bags should be in

lockers.
4. Keep the locker area clean. Cases should be placed back in lockers, not left on the floor.
5. No food or drink is allowed in the locker areas.
6. No horseplay allowed in the locker areas. This includes climbing on lockers, getting in

lockers, and pulling on doors.

If it is necessary to access a locker without a proper combination, or if the lock has been switched, the
lock will be cut immediately without reimbursement.
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USE OF SCHOOL INSTRUMENTS

The Bettendorf Instrumental Music Department owns several instruments, which are available for use
by individuals during their participation in band. These instruments will be checked out by serial
number at the beginning of the school year and pre-evaluated for condition. When using school
instruments, please observe these rules:

1. Treat school instruments as if they were your own. Repair fees will be incurred should they
become damaged through neglect or abuse, and will automatically be added to your school
account.

2. Students and Parents will be required to complete a “School Instrument Usage Contract”
3. The fee for use of school instruments will be $60 per year for percussion, brass & winds.
4. Students who have been switched to a different instrument will be charged $30 per year.
5. Report any damage or difficulty in use immediately to the director.
6. Clean and care for your instrument on a regular basis.

LESSONS

Students in the band program are required to have individual lessons in order to meet grading
requirements. These lessons are a vital part of developing musical skills and enhancing the topics
presented during group rehearsals. Students who take private lessons are not exempt from school
lessons, as they are supplemental to the curricular program and are assessed regularly during these
lessons.

Students will be assigned a lesson time (individual or group) for a twenty minute slot. Staff and
administration support this policy fully, and the time from class should be minimal. This time slot will
be used for assessment of the student’s ability and practice habits, and is extremely beneficial to the
music program.

Points for 1stQuarter Grade

Required Items:

1. Performances: (FB games, contest, parades) 50 Points Each
2. Music Preparation & Memorization 25 Points Per Check
3. Rehearsal Participation 100 Points per quarter
4. Before School Rehearsals Required (see below)
5. Marching Basic Skills TBD
6. Attitude & Rehearsal Cooperation TBD
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REHEARSALS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TIME (Varsity Marching Band Only)

In order to successfully field a competitive marching show, all members must be present for rehearsal
in order to properly assess facing, alignment, and music. To combine all students in Symphonic Band
and Wind Ensemble, the Competitive band must rehearse twice per week outside of the normal school
day.

Extra rehearsal time is required by all students with the exception of those excused by directors for
extenuating circumstances.

Rehearsal times are Wednesday and Friday starting at 7:00 AM. Make all attempts to arrive early to
get set up on time! These rehearsals will begin on Wednesday August 30th!

REQUIRED MATERIALS

In order to successfully participate in band, there are certain materials that are required as well as
necessary. In addition, the music department maintains a supply of essential supplies for sale to
students. Any items that are not available may be ordered and paid for upon receipt. A list of required
items for band is listed below:

1. Black marching shoes Order Form Attached
2. Long-wristed Black gloves & long black socks for marching band
3. BHS Marching Band Show Shirt to wear at contests and under uniform.
4. Lyre and flip-folder for marching band. The music department will provide lyres for school

instruments.
5. Instrument accessories: reeds, valve oil, sticks & stick bag, etc.

UNIFORMS

All members of the BHS Instrumental Music Department will be issued uniforms based on the
ensembles in which they are participating. Students will be charged a $15 uniform cleaning fee for
each ensemble in which they participate ($15 marching). In order to maintain their new appearance,
please follow these guidelines:

1. When not in use, keep uniforms hung correctly on the hanger and in the garment bag.
2. Replace uniform and hat to the proper location following each performance.
3. Polish your shoes prior to use.
4. Inform the directors of fitting problems, stains, or tears, etc.
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IOWA ALL-STATE AUDITION INFORMATION

The Iowa All-State Band consists of the top musicians from all across the state, and is the top honor
that a music student can achieve in high school. We encourage any student with time and dedication
to their instrument to audition for this prestigious ensemble. The audition process consists of
preparing all major scales, two pre-selected etudes, and a solo excerpt of the player’s choice. Auditions
take place in mid-October for all band instruments, with the festival performance taking place in
mid-November. Students who are interested in auditioning for this top honor band should contact a
director for more information.

IHSMA All-State Information Page

DRUM MAJOR AUDITIONS

Students who will be juniors or seniors in band during the next school year are eligible to audition for
the position of marching band drum major. All current drum majors returning the following year must
re-audition using the same process.The audition process will take place in early May and consist of 3
parts as follows:

● Conducting - Direct and rehearse a prepared piece of music with the band.
● Calling Commands - Teach and rehearse a basic drill block using the various vocal

commands. (i.e. – Attention, horns up, mark time, halt, etc.)
● Paper/Interview - Verbal responses to questions; as well as sharing ideas, concerns, &

other issues related to the marching band.

The directors will evaluate the audition process. Qualities that will be taken into consideration include
but are not limited to:

● Leadership ability/presence
● Dedication to success of the

group

● Punctuality
● Ability to work with others
● Respectability
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BETTENDORF HIGH SCHOOL
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Music Department Permission Slip

I hereby give permission for _______________________________ to participate in activities sponsored
by the Bettendorf High School Music Department.

I understand that transportation will be by a variety of means, including but not limited to: school van,
school bus, parent car, teacher car, or in rare instances student car. I agree to allow my student to ride
in these vehicles. (Please cross off any unacceptable means of travel.)

I agree to relieve Bettendorf High School against any claims for damages and/or compensation arising
from or out of actions of my daughter/son during an event and travel to and from such event. I
acknowledge that all school rules relative to student behavior are in effect throughout the trip. If a
situation arises that a chaperone/director feels a student needs to be sent home, the chaperone will
notify the school administration. If the administration concurs with the decision, arrangements will be
made with the parent/guardian to transport the student home at the parent/guardian expense.

The Bettendorf High School Music Department will maintain a high standard for its members.
Members shall not use tobacco, marajuana, alcoholic liquor, beer, or controlled / illegal substances as
defined in section 124.01 subsection of the Code of Iowa.

Members will be considered as “good will ambassadors” for Bettendorf High School and the Bettendorf
Music Department. Students should behave in a manner becoming of a member of the Bettendorf
High School Music Department. Students are responsible for upholding the expectations outlined in
the BHS parent/student handbook.

I agree to allow the authorized music department chaperone/director to seek medical treatment for my
student, should a situation arise which necessitates medical treatment. The insurance information and
contact information is below. All efforts will be made to contact the parents before seeking any care.

______________________________________
Insurance Carrier

________________________________________________________________________________
Policy Holder Names and Policy Number

____________________ ____________________ _________________________
Contact Phone Secondary Phone Additional Contact Phone(s)

_______________________________________________ _____________
Student Signature Date

____________________________________________________ ______________

Parent Signature Date
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